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A-76 announcement postponed
By Susan Griggs
Keesler News staff

Anticipation turned to frustration
Monday as the expected announcement
of Keesler’s A-76 tentative decision was
postponed.

The decision, which impacts about 740
civilian and military positions, deter-
mines if the government or a contractor

can provide support services most effi-
ciently and economically. 

After five years of research, planning,
proposals and shifting milestones, the
postponement was a difficult pill to swal-
low for affected employees and senior
leadership.

“It’s unfortunate that circumstances
beyond Keesler’s control have delayed

By Senior Airman 
Sarah Stegman
Keesler News staff

The Meadows Drive Gate
is closed for another week
while anti-terrorism barriers
are being installed.

While the gate is closed,
normal Meadows Drive Gate
traffic is rerouted to the Oak
Park Gate by way of Bayview
Drive.

Four barriers are being
installed at the Meadows
Drive Gate and four more at
the White Avenue Gate.  

“The contractors are mak-
ing great progress on in-
stalling the barriers,” said 1st
Lt. Randy Gibbs, 81st Civil
Engineer Squadron.  “Every-
thing is right on schedule, and
the gate will be re-opened
Aug. 15.”

When the Meadows Drive
Gate reopens, the Oak Park
Gate closes.

The installation at White
Avenue may begin as soon as
Aug. 11, according to Lieu-
tenant Gibbs. During this

Gate
barriers
going up

this announcement even a single day
more,” commented Brig. Gen. William
Lord, 81st Training Wing commander.
“We’ll put this process in motion as soon
as the tentative decision is made.  Our
goal continues to be to make this process
as smooth as possible.”

Please see A-76, Page 9

Please see Barriers, Page 9

Map by 81st Civil Engineer Squadron

While Meadows Drive Gate is closed, traffic is rerouted to Oak Park Gate, which is open
24 hours a day, seven days a week, during this time.  Judge Sekul Gate hours are 5:30-
7:30 a.m. and 3:30-6 p.m. daily and 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on non-working Fridays.  The
White Avenue and Pass Road gates are open 24/7 during this time.

map
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COMMENTARY

ACTION LINE ... 377-4357
By Brig. Gen. William Lord
81st Training Wing commander

First, try to work concerns through the proper chain of com-
mand. When you’ve exhausted this recourse, turn to the com-
mander’s action line for assistance.

We welcome any suggestions to help make this a valuable
and useful tool.  You may call the commander’s action line at 377-
4357 or by writing to Commander’s Action Line, 81 TRW/PA,
Keesler AFB, MS 39534-2603, or e-mail 81 TRW Commander’s
Action Line (on-base) or commanders.line@keesler.af.mil (off-
base).  For a personal response, include your name, address and
phone number.

Items of general interest may appear in this column.

Don’t become 
a “software pirate.”  
Use software only 
for the purpose 
for which it was

licensed.

New doors on the way
Comment — I work in vehicle maintenance.  
We have seven pull-down doors.  Three of the doors don’t

work.  
It’s getting hotter and hotter working in this metal building.
Response — In the past, the civil engineers has been suc-

cessful in repairing the doors.  However, their age and condi-
tion now makes it impossible to repair them.  

The good news is, we’ve completed the necessary paper-
work to replace all of the doors.  This should be done this
month. 

Coming soon: speed bag
Comment — Why are there no speed bags at the Triangle

Fitness Center?  
Response — Good question.  I asked the same thing.

Funds have been allocated to purchase a boxing multi-station,
including a speed bag. 

Children out of control
Comment — I see children running around in the commis-

sary unsupervised.  
This isn’t safe or appropriate. 
Response — I agree. If commissary management sees or is

notified of this, the children are taken to the parents who are
given an account of their actions.  The parents are then asked
to take control and monitor their children.

E-mail — are you its master
or is shoe on other foot?
By Lt. Col. Richard Miller
334th Training Squadron commander 

E-mail. 
We all complain about how much e-mail

we get each day, yet we can’t imagine doing
business without it.  However, no other tool in
the office has the potential to anchor you to
your desk like your inbox.  

Not only does a heavy load of e-mail tie us
down, it can give us a false sense of accom-
plishment.  Just because the inbox is empty
doesn’t mean my work is done for the day.  In
reality, if I haven’t been in my facilities talk-
ing with my Airmen, I haven’t even started. 

I have a simple solution to the problem:
Ignore it.  OK, that might not be practical, but
we can prioritize it along with the rest of our
duties.  

One of the first things I do each morning is
sort my messages by sender and look for my
boss’ name and do a brief — and I do mean
brief — scan for other high-priority messages.

Once that’s done, I go about my real duties.
There are meetings with real people, writing
and reviewing reports and any one of a hun-
dred other things that are more important than
reading about the next meeting of the
flamingo appreciation society.  Only when
I’ve attended to the priority tasks of the day
do I return to my computer and tackle the
message traffic.  

Bringing your inbox under control is half
the battle.  To win the war, we need a team
effort.  We all need to reduce the e-mail traffic
we send out because even a “quick kill” mes-
sage takes time to read, process and delete.

As a commander, I resist the urge to hit the

334 TRS/ALL button for all but the most
important messages.  This not only reduces
the amount of message traffic in the squadron,
but when I do send an important message it’s
not lost among those that aren’t so important.

I have a few more ideas:  
Keep messages short and to the point.

This reduces the time it takes to read and
process the information.

Use secure squadron servers to distribute
documents like weekly reports rather than
shot-gunning them out.  This way, they’re
always available to those who need them
without having copies saved on multiple hard
drives.  

Don’t use the “reply to all” button unless
you really think everyone cares about your
opinion.  No one wants to be a spectator to an
e-mail conversation between two people when
the information is only relevant to their partic-
ular situations.  

Most importantly, if something is impor-
tant, back the message up with a phone call.
An e-mail is great for transmitting data and
providing record of a conversation, but it’s
toneless and easily pigeon-holed.  Use it in
conjunction with a phone call.  It has person-
ality, is a two-way conversation and is hard to
ignore.  If you need a record, send a message
afterwards that summarizes the conversation.

E-mail can be an extremely useful tool, but
it’s only a tool.  If we let it become our mas-
ter, it can keep us from doing the really
important things.  

Get out from behind your desk, meet peo-
ple face-to-face and use your phone.  The best
part of service life is the people you get to
work with, so go meet them.    

4
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TRAINING AND EDUCATION

Cadets see how teamwork makes mission work

Staff Sgt. Corey Worster,
left, 81st Operations Sup-
port Flight, discusses radar
fixes for Tropical Storm
Franklin with Air Force
Academy Cadet 3rd Class
Tom Gibbon.
Photos by Kemberly Groue

Master Sgt. Kim Hall, 81st Medical Support Squadron, has
her identification checked by Air Force Academy Cadet
3rd Class Michael Mayor at the Pass Road Gate.

By Susan Griggs

Keesler News staff
Fifteen Air Force Academy

and ROTC cadets are winding
up three weeks at Keesler and
their first prolonged exposure
to the operational Air Force.

The two separate courses
are part of the Operation Air
Force program.  Both are
intended to demonstrate how a
whole base works together to
accomplish a mission.

Thirteen third-class acad-
emy cadets, equivalent to col-
lege sophomores, are gaining
an enlisted perspective through
“Non-Comm,” a course involv-
ing direct participation in
enlisted duties in units across
the base.  The objective is for
the future officers to gain an
appreciation for enlisted team-
work and culture.

The cadets are assigned to a
unit, trained in specific enlisted
tasks and allowed to participate
in enlisted duties as an entry-
level Airman equivalent.  Senior
noncommissioned officers serve
as their mentors.

Two ROTC cadets are
involved in the Brevet Lieu-
tenant program, which exposes
first-class academy cadets and
rising senior ROTC cadets to
career-specific experiences in
their area of interest.  

Brevet Lieutenant empha-
sizes both internship and men-
torship.  The internship, under
the guidance of an officer
supervisor, assigns cadets
directly to a unit where they
perform duties similar to a
company grade officer within
the career field.  An experi-
enced field grade officer
engages with the cadets in
mentorship sessions to aug-
ment the internship.

Cadets must adhere to per-
sonal dress and appearance
standards.  They’re afforded
the rights and privileges of
junior officers, but can’t issue
orders to Airmen or NCOs.

Cadets work an eight-hour
day, live in base lodging facili-
ties and eat in dining halls.
After hours, they’ve been
invited to participate in recre-
ational, social or family activi-
ties with active-duty members.

Cadet 3rd Class Jonathan

Appleby has been working
with Staff Sgt. Chavon
Billmyre in the 332nd Train-
ing Squadron orderly room.
He’s been involved in process-
ing incoming and outgoing
technical students and organ-
izing an award presentation at
a commander’s call.

“I’ve been surprised at how
tasks and objectives that
appear to be relatively simple
can be very complicated and
frustrating to complete,”

remarked Cadet Appleby, who
hails from Newark, Del.

As a future officer, he’s
learned “to take care of the
enlisted force because even
though the officers hold the
command position, the bulk of
the work is performed by
those without a commission.
The real power is in the hands
of the enlisted force, and they
should be treated accord-
ingly.”

Cadet 3rd Class Adam

Terns has been shadowing
Tech. Sgt. Nathan Goeke to
learn the operations of the
base’s command center.

“It’s a lot less hectic than I
had expected,” the cadet from
Brighton, Mich., observed.
“I’ve learned that the better
you treat your enlisted person-
nel, the harder they’ll work to
support you.”

Over in the 81st Transporta-
tion Squadron, Cadet 3rd
Class Brandon LaRoche has
been working with Tech. Sgt.
John Smith and assisting in
the vehicle dispatch office,
helping load new vehicle
requests and updating prior
requests.

“I’ve learned more about
the nature of enlisted tasks and
the things they have to deal
with every day,” said Cadet
LaRoche, who’s from Panama
City, Fla.  “In addition to
being competent, someone
who is concerned with his or
her subordinates is an admired
trait in an officer.”

ROTC Cadet Lt. Col. Kara
Domareki, Rutgers University,
N.J., is one of two Brevet
Lieutenant interns and the
only female involved in
Keesler’s portion of Operation
Air Force this summer.   

“The difference between
ROTC cadets and academy
cadets is that we know to
which career field we’ll be
assigned,” said the New Jersey
native, a political science
major who’s shadowed offi-
cers and enlisted members in
public affairs for three weeks.
After commissioning, she’ll
be an intelligence officer.

“I’ve gotten a better idea of
what daily life is like for active-
duty members and what the
public affairs mission entails,”
Cadet Domareki commented.
“And I’ve learned how to work
in a relaxed environment with
people you outrank, maintain
your professionalism and still
get the job done.”

“I’ve learned that the better

you treat your enlisted personnel,

the harder they’ll work

to support you.”

— Cadet Terns
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By Jon Sladek
Air University Public Affairs

MAXWELL Air Force Base, Ala.
— It didn’t take long for the new
Community College of the Air Force
commandant to realize how feverish a
pace is required to satisfy the customer. 

Between providing unprecedented
student access to records and awarding
over 16,000 degrees per year, the
CCAF has no problem staying busy.

“I believe there is no other program
in the Air Force that engages the enlist-
ed corps in such a direct manner,” said
Col. Thomas Klincar, CCAF comman-
dant.

The college, accredited through Air
University by the Southern Assoc-
iation of Colleges and Schools, has
issued more than 269,000 degrees
since being activated in 1972 to gain
academic recognition for technical
training conducted by Air Force schools.

Much has changed since 1972 how-
ever, and the CCAF continues to take
strides to remain one of the most state-
of-the-art institutions in the world.

“Not only is CCAF the world’s
largest community college, but we
provide more direct access and imme-
diate customer service than any other
institution,” Colonel Klincar said. “We
are not just the biggest, but the most
productive.”

According to Dr. Daniel Hayes,
CCAF dean, the college produces 2 1/2
times as many degrees as the next
largest community college in the coun-
try.

One major benefit the more than
360,000 enlisted personnel enrolled in
the CCAF enjoy is electronic access to
their personal education records via
the Air Force Portal.

“Our students can now access their
complete degree plan online from any
‘.mil’ computer, and in the coming
months, from any computer in the
world,” Colonel Klincar added.

The leadership at the CCAF is cog-
nizant that not every student will end
his or her education upon obtaining a
CCAF degree.

“Most of our enlisted members go

on to second careers beyond the mili-
tary,” Colonel Klincar said. “Another
area the CCAF has branched out to is
professional certifications.”

Certifications improve Air Force
members in their direct duty, but also
make them more competitive whenev-
er they eventually leave military serv-
ice.

One example of these certifications
is the airframe and powerplant certifica-
tion, a Federal Aviation Administration
credential for aircraft maintenance tech-
nicians.

“What we do is document their
experience, training and education,”
Dr. Hayes said. “This is quite expen-
sive on the outside and takes a great
deal of effort, all of which we stream-
line for them.

“We are working very hard to make
sure the world-class (Air Force) train-
ing is recognized both in the Air Force
and in the civilian community,” he said.

Continuing the theme of furthering
education, the CCAF is currently
working with Air Force education

services leadership to build electronic
connections to facilitate application of
CCAF credit to four-year, military-
friendly institutions and help students
define a path to a four-year college.

“We are sympathetic to our stu-
dents’ desire to continue their educa-
tion,” Colonel Klincar said. “CCAF
will not rest and will continue to push
the envelope as far as serving our cus-
tomers’ needs.” 

The CCAF link through the Air
Force Portal is currently the third most
popular visited site. Colonel Klincar
feels that number is satisfactory, but
looks forward to seeing it reach No. 1.

“We want to make sure all of our
enrolled students are 100 percent com-
fortable with the electronic access we
provide,” he said. “When that happens,
I’m confident we will be No. 1.”

For the Air Force Virtual Education
Center, go to https://afvec.langley.af.
mil/afvec/.  To view the CCAF public
site, visit http://www.au.af.mil/au/ccaf
/index.htm.

It takes feverish pace to satisfy CCAF customers
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TRAINING AND EDUCATION NOTES

Technology show
A free technology show is

9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. today at
the Keesler Community Center.
Dorm dedication

The 334th Training Squad-
ron dedicates Erwin Manor, a
new dormitory in the Triangle,
8 a.m. Friday.
Distance learning

A representative from Roger
Williams University in Rhode
Island is available 10 a.m. to
noon Tuesday in the first floor
main hallway of Sablich Center.

The representative has infor-
mation on distance learning
degree and certificate programs.  

For more information, call
800-458-7144, extension 3530,
or go to http://www.rwu.edu.
Drill down

The 81st Training Group’s
next drill down is 7 a.m. Aug.
12 behind the Levitow Train-
ing Support Facility.
Education open house

An education open house is
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 16 in
Room 130, Sablich Center.

For more information, call
377-2323.
CCAF deadline

Aug. 25 is the deadline to
apply for the Community
College of the Air Force’s
fall graduating class.

By that date, all supporting
documentation must be on file
at CCAF at Maxwell Air Force
Base, Ala., including nomina-
tion action requests from educa-
tion services office counselors.   

For an appointment, call
377-2323 or 2171.

New leader for training supporters

Lt. Col. Dale King, left, new commander of the 81st
Training Support Squadron, is briefed by Jerry Gardner
on the Air Force job qualification standard trainer in
the Vossler Academic Development Center.   Colonel
King assumed command July 26 from Lt. Col. Shane
Courville. Colonel King came to Keesler from Mel-
bourne, Fla., where he commanded Detachment 2,
605th Test and Evaluation Squadron.  Colonel Courville,
commander since June 2004, is now deputy commander
of the 81st Training Group.

By Susan Griggs
Keesler News staff

After Keesler’s brush with Hurricane Den-
nis last month, key players get another dose of
hurricane preparation training next week.

Group and unit control center staffs, com-
mander’s support staffs and shelter manage-
ment teams attend sessions, 2 p.m. Tuesday or
9 a.m. or 2 p.m. Aug. 11 in Wolfe Hall.

“Specifically, we’re looking to improve our
ability to have accountability of our people in
these situations,” said Lt. Col. Brett Mayhew,
chief of plans and programs for the 81st Training
Wing.  “When more than 4,000 people are evacu-
ating and sheltering, even 99 percent accountabil-
ity rate leaves 40 people unaccounted.”

“Some of the strengths of the unit control
centers were their ability to stay on top of the
(crisis action team) directives and share that
information with their respective commanders,
as well as their can-do attitude to accomplish
the mission,” he noted.

Topics to be covered include the manpower
pool, recall procedures, hurricane sheltering
form updates, the hurricane condition database,
post-storm accountability and K-ENET, the
link from the base’s secure site that allows
access to HURCON directives.

“We want to reinforce the critical nature that
UCCs play in crisis contingency for command
and control at Keesler during hurricanes or
other emergencies,” Colonel Mayhew added.

Base fine-tunes hurricane preparations

Photo by Kemberly Groue
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Geren acting Air Force secretary
Air Force Print News

SAN ANTONIO — Friday, President George Bush
designated Pete Geren to be the acting Secretary of the
Air Force, replacing Michael Dominguez.

Mr. Geren, who was special assistant to the secretary of
defense, took the Defense Department post in September
2001, with responsibilities in the areas of interagency ini-
tiatives, legislative affairs and special projects.

A former Texas congressman, Mr. Geren served on the
armed services, science and technology and the public
works and transportation committees during his tenure.

Mr. Geren attended the University of Texas, earning a
bachelor’s degree in 1974 and a law degree in 1978.

Monday is base cleanup
Monday is a base-wide cleanup, with groups responsi-

ble for the same locations as post-hurricane cleanups.
Battle dress uniforms are the uniforms of the day.
Teams are asked to pay special attention to weeds,

trash and curbs.  Move large items to the curbs and the
81st Civil Engineer Squadron picks them up.

Pharmacy renovation continues
Renovation of the Keesler Medical Center’s main phar-

macy began Monday and lasts about 90 days.
Prescriptions are activated at the medical center at a station

underneath the escalator.  They can be picked up at the satel-
lite pharmacy drive-through about an hour after activation.

The pharmacy remains open until 7 p.m. weekdays while
the renovation is under way.

Air show, open house Nov. 5
Nov. 5 is Keesler’s first air show and open house since

April 2004.
So far, the program includes the Sky Soldiers combat

aerial re-enactment team, Army Special Operations
Command Black Daggers parachute team, B-25, P-51
Mustang, and F-16, F-18 Super Hornet and T-6 Texan II
demonstration teams. 

Static displays and ground attractions are also planned.

Death notification
Tech. Sgt. Michael Anderson, 81st Training Support

Squadron, died July 13.
Any person or persons having claims for or against

Sergeant Anderson’s estate should call James Taylor, mor-
tuary affairs director, 377-2081.

Early Keesler News deadline
The deadline for submission to the Sept. 8 issue of the

Keesler News is noon Sept. 1, four days earlier than
usual, due to the Labor Day federal holiday Sept. 4.

The Keesler News office is closed Sept. 4 in obser-
vance of the holiday.

IN THE NEWS

NEWS AND FEATURES

Living legend

Photo by Kemberly Groue
Master Sgt. Greg McClain, left, 81st Mission Support Squadron, talks with retired Col.
Robert Decatur at the First Term Airmen’s Center July 26.  Mr. Decatur, a former
judge, was one of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen.  The Tuskegee Airmen were estab-
lished in 1941, when the Army Air Corps began a program in Alabama to train
African-American pilots. The first classes of Tuskegee Airmen were trained to be
fighter pilots for the famed 99th Fighter Squadron for combat duty in North Africa.
In the background is a mural of the Tuskegee Airmen by Keesler artist Susan Templin.

Base exceeding Air Force goals
for Operation Summer Survivor
By Senior Airman Lee Smith

Keesler News staff
Keesler is exceeding the Air Force standard

so far this year for Operation Summer Survivor
— Xtreme Challenge.

Known Air Force-wide as the 101 Critical
Days of Summer, Operation Summer Survivor
stresses safety to Air Force members during the
summer months.  The Air Education and
Training Command challenge kicked off May
27 and continues through Sept. 5.

Outdoor activities and travel traditionally
increase during the period from Memorial Day
to Labor Day.  It’s also a time when safety-
related incidents are on the rise.

As of July 20, Keesler has recorded only two
accidents, both sports-related, and no fatalities.

At the same time last year, Keesler person-
nel had suffered seven injuries, all sports-relat-
ed. There were no fatalities last summer.

There have been 18 fatalities Air Force-wide so
far this year, compared to 14 at this time in 2004.  

Lt. Col. Lawrence Averbeck, 81st Training
Wing safety chief, wants the base to continue
its good record as the summer winds down.

“While Keesler has had a great record so far
for Operation Summer Survivor — Xtreme
Challenge, we can’t afford to let our guard
down,” he said.  “Many of our nonreportable
mishaps could very well have been worse.” 

Colonel Averbeck said there are two activi-
ties that call for extra caution at this time of year.

“The traffic in the local area will continue to
be a challenge for the rest of the summer,” he
said.  “Driving, an activity we all participate in,
is still the most dangerous thing we do. 

“After driving, the biggest threat this year
has been death from drowning,” he continued.
“Our people need to be particularly careful
when participating in water activities.”
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The announcement was
postponed because Air Staff
needed more time to review
the documentation to select
the contractor who competes
against the government’s
“most efficient organization”
proposal.  

“We went home (July 28)
thinking the decision was a

A-76,
from Page 1

done deal, so it’s certainly
frustrating,” said Linda Clow-
er, Keesler’s competitive
sourcing chief.  “We’ll contin-
ue to monitor the process.
Our intention is to make the
announcement just as soon as
possible.”

As of Tuesday, the an-
nouncement hadn’t been
rescheduled.

“We appreciate your pa-
tience and understanding in
what must be a frustrating
time for some,” General Lord
said. 

Barriers,
from Page 1

installation, the gate remains
operational with traffic re-
routed around the construc-
tion.  

“The modification in traf-
fic flow while the White
Avenue Gate is closed doesn’t
allow the Judge Sekul Gate to
remain open,” Lieutenant
Gibbs explained.

“These barriers are intend-
ed to prevent unauthorized
vehicles from accessing
Keesler’s interior,” he said.
“The barriers stop any vehicle
attempting to attack Keesler
from the gate, keeping the
threat from its intended tar-
get.”

The barriers, which can
withstand a blow from a

15,000-pound vehicle travel-
ing 50 mph, pop up to a height
of 3 feet, 3 inches, are about 9
½ feet wide and 8 feet deep.
When inactive, they lay flat
and flush with the road in an
18-inch deep pit.

The height of the barriers is
such that most cars hang up
on their undercarriage, even if
the front axle gets beyond
them. 

They’re activated by secu-
rity forces once a threat is
identified by remote control
from the entry control facility,
and are in place in less than
three seconds.  There’s a safe-
ty loop surrounding the barri-
ers to prevent mishaps once
they’re in place,  according to
Lieutenant Gibbs.

Each barrier costs roughly
$70,000 and eight are being
installed.

Photo by Kemberly Groue

Jason Davis, left, and Mark Stihl prepare anti-terrorism
barriers for installation at the Meadows Drive Gate
Monday.  The gate is expected to reopen Aug. 15.
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Editor’s note: This column is a service of the the Keesler News.  Con-
tributors include the Air Force Personnel Center, Randolph Air Force
Base, Texas, and the 81st Mission Support Squadron’s military and civil-
ian personnel flights.

One-stop pay, personnel service
One-stop customer service for pay and personnel information

is available all day, every day by calling toll-free 1-800-616-
3775 or online at http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/cst/. 

Mailing care packages 
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Postal Service and Military
Postal Service Agency process mail for troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan.  A letter takes seven to 14 days and a package 14-
24 days.

For more information, call 1-800-275-8777 or visit http://
www.usps.com.

E-mailing deployed troops
Stars and Stripes features “Messages of Support” to deployed

service members from family and friends free of charge.
Send e-mails of no more than 60 words to messages@

estripes.com.

Civilian career information 
Air Force civilians can access the virtual Civilian Career

Brief through the AFPC secure Web site, https://www.afpc.
randolph.af.mil/afpcsecure/default.asp.   

Once on the AFPC secure Web site, select “Civ Career Brief”
from the button menu.  

New CCB users need to establish an account.

Emergency contacts for civilians
The emergency management data system is a Web-based

method for civilians to input personal emergency contact infor-
mation.  

For more information or to register, visit https://ww2.
afpc.randolph.af.mil/emds/default.htm.

Keesler Contact Center
The Keesler Contact Center is open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. work

days in the customer service office, Room 125, Sablich Center.
Computers and phones telephones provide a direct link to the

Air Force Contact Center at the Air Force Personnel Center,
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, for inquiries about identifica-
tion cards, TRICARE, family care, leave, career enhancement,
employment, training, relocations, special programs, retirement
and separation.

The AFCC Web site is https://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil.  
The AFCC can also be contacted 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. weekdays

by calling DSN 665-5000, 1-210-565-5000 or 1-866-229-7074,
e-mailing contact.center@randolph.af.mil, fax DSN 665-1239
or 1-210-565-1239, or mail to HQ AFPC/DPSFC, 550 C St.
West, Suite 37, Randolph AFB, TX 78150.

Long-term care insurance 
For information on the long-term care insurance program and

how to enroll, go online to http://www.ltcfeds.com or call 1-800-
582-3337 or TDD 1-800-843-3557, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays
and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays.

Out-process in uniform
Military members are required to be in uniform when report-

ing to the military personnel flight for permanent change-of-sta-
tion, separation or retirement out-processing briefings.

For more information, call military personnel flight outbound
assignments, 377-2244.

PERSONNEL NOTES
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By Rudi Williams
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Defense
Department officials said
they’re working to thwart
insurance and investment
marketing practices that ex-
ploit service members.

“You really have to be a lit-
tle bit skeptical if somebody
says if you invest a little bit of
money with us today, you’ll
have a great deal of money
tomorrow,” said Col. Michael
Pachuta, DOD’s director of
morale, welfare and recreation
policy.  “Also, you should
shop (for investment opportu-
nities) like you would for any-
thing else.  Don’t buy the first
thing that comes along.  Make
some comparisons.”

Congress raised concerns
last fall after press reports
documented abusive insur-
ance and investment sales
practices at some military
installations. This caused
DOD officials to step up
efforts to improve oversight

and enforcement of policies.
New service members are

sometimes enticed to go off
base to what they think are
investment seminars that turn
out to be insurance sales pitch-
es, Colonel Pachuta said.

“Unfortunately, our poli-
cies don’t apply off the instal-
lation,” he said.  “So we have
to rely on financial education,
which we’ve tried to improve
at the first basic training
opportunities with our new
service members.”

Colonel Pachuta recom-
mended troops ensure there
are no combat-exclusion
clauses in life insurance they
buy. 

“We’re going to be in
harm’s way, and it doesn’t
make any sense to have a pol-
icy that won’t cover those
kinds of events,” he said.

He encouraged service
members to seek counseling
and advice for financial mat-
ters through base family sup-
port centers and legal offices.

Service members should be
on the lookout for such things
as something presented as a
savings plan with an insurance
component to it. That’s a red
flag, he said.  

Before buying insurance,
service members should com-
pare what the premium would
be for a rate of coverage com-
pared to the rate for the same
amount of coverage through
the Servicemen’s Group Life
Insurance program.

About 96 percent of service
members have SGLI, and 92
percent of them have opted for
full coverage of $250,000.
More than 160,000 service
members have military pay
allotments for supplemental
commercial life insurance.
The premiums they pay total
more than $190 million per
year, according to DOD statis-
tics.

“SGLI, to a large extent,
especially for single service
members who have no
dependents, should fulfill

most of their insurance
needs,” Colonel Pachuta said.
“But a lot of times, our young
service members are looking
at putting away some money.
And some of these insurance
sales pitches are disguised as
savings plans, although there’s
an insurance aspect to it that
wasn’t explained clearly when
they signed up.”

He says service members
who want to open a savings
account should consider the
Thrift Savings Plan. 

DOD officials are rewriting
parts of the department’s com-
mercial-solicitation policy to
enhance enforcement. This
includes a requirement for
officials at installations who
detect policy violations to re-
port them to their service
headquarters, and from there
to DOD. The aim is to keep a
record of violations so they’re
available for installation offi-
cials to check when a new
insurance agent wants to do
business on the installation.

Colonel Pachuta said there
are 14 prohibited practices in
DOD’s commercial-solicita-
tion directive, such as solicit-
ing without an appointment,
soliciting door-to-door and
soliciting people during duty
hours at their work places.

He said financial education
is the key to stopping service
members from being ripped
off by unscrupulous insurance
agents and companies.

“These are large, reputable
organizations that have good
information,” he said. “They
have great Web sites, great
training tools, and they pro-
vided us information we can
use in our financial-education
programs.”

Colonel Pachuta said DOD
policies apply to military or
civilians as long as transac-
tions take place on a military
installation. 

He also said anyone who
has a problem with an insur-
ance product should contact
the appropriate state agency.

DOD targets exploitation of service members
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Air Force Print News
ROBINS Air Force Base,

Ga. — Time is running out for
about 15,000 Air Force re-
servists in the Selected Re-
serve to comply with a Depart-
ment of Defense directive. 

Oct. 31 is the deadline for
reservists paid for training to
register information about their
civilian place of employment.
About 60,000 of these Air-
men, roughly 80 percent of
the force, provided that infor-
mation as of May.
Missed goal

“This past year we’ve
made significant progress in
employment-related data col-
lection,” said Lt. Gen. John
Bradley, chief of Air Force
Reserve and commander of
Air Force Reserve Command.

“However, despite our col-
lective efforts, we fell short of
the established Department of
Defense goal of 75 percent for
the Selected Reserve by Decem-
ber 2004,”he said.
Problems fixed

The Air Force Reserve fell
short primarily because of
system problems during the
program startup, which caused
inaccurate data files and an
ineffective management tool
for commanders, officials said.

The general and his staff
said they believe these prob-
lems no longer exist and urge
reservists to register online as
soon as possible by going to
www.afrc.af.mil/reserveInfo.
htm and clicking on “Civilian
Employment Info Program.” 
Enter this data

After clicking on the Web
site, reservists enter their
employment status, employ-
er’s name, mailing address,
civilian job title and total
number of years in their cur-
rent civilian occupation.

About 2,700 Air Force
reservists are currently mobi-
lized — on full-time, active-
duty status by order of the
president. 

Employment
information
clock ticking
for thousands
of reservists
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By Senior Airman
Sarah Stegman
Keesler News staff

Robert Burns, 81st Comp-
troller Squadron, marked the
end of a 39-year federal
career July 31, with 20 years
of active duty and 19 years of
civil service.

The retired master sergeant
began his civil service career at
Keesler in July 1986 as a mili-
tary pay technician.  He later
held positions in accounts
maintenance, payroll techni-
cian and voucher examination,
and his last position was
accounting technician.

Mr. Burns, a Brooklyn,
N.Y., native, enlisted in the Air
Force in September 1961 and
retired from active duty in
December 1981.

As an enlisted member Mr.
Burns was stationed at
Lackland Air Force Base,
Texas; Everdue Air Base,
France; Mildenhall AB,
England; Dover AFB, Del.;
Korat AB, Thailand; Keesler
and Incirlik AB, Turkey.

Mr. Burns received the
Sustained Superior Perform-
ance Award from September
1987 to July 2005 and was
presented the Command
Civilian Award for Valor in
July 2001 for saving the life
of a fellow employee.

Comptroller
retires after
39 years
service

Mr. Burns
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By Steve Pivnick
81st Medical Group Public Affairs

Capt. Lawrence Sims is having
second thoughts about visiting his
hometown.

The captain, a neonatal intensive
care nurse with the 81st Medical
Operations Squadron, has been
involved in life-saving actions in two
recent trips to Marvell, Ark.

The first occurred in April when he
attended his aunt’s funeral.

“A car and truck collided head-on
right in front of us,” he recounted.  “I
stopped the car and went to assist the
person in the truck.  He was con-
scious and talking.  

“I then ran over to assist the four
people in the car.  One of the ladies
had a severe head injury and was
bleeding.  I put pressure on the
wound.  Both of her legs were frac-
tured as well.  I asked people who
had stopped at the scene to take their
belts off.  I used the belts and pillows
to make splints for the woman’s
legs.”

After directing some bystanders to
talk to the truck driver “to keep him
occupied,” Captain Sims returned to
the car.

“The two people in the front seat
had their seat belts fastened but the
two backseat passengers didn’t and
wound up under the dashboard.  One

ment.  The woman with the head
injury has had to undergo rehabilita-
tion since the accident.

Captain Sims discovered later all
the victims in the car were actually
related to him — “They were sisters
of my cousins’ husbands.” 

He has received a letter of thanks
from the Marvell police department
for helping with the coordination and
triaging at the accident scene.  “The
police chief said the accident showed
their (volunteer) fire department
needs more medical training,” he said.

The captain’s latest lifesaving act
occurred the weekend of July 16-17
when he was back in Marvell for a
family reunion.

“I had to jump into a swimming
pool to save a youngster (about 7
years old) who had slipped out of an
inner tube while in five feet of water,”
he said.  

The child apparently was deaf —
moments earlier, he signed the captain
as he walked past him. 

“I saw him go under, come up and
go under again.  I learned the kids
who were supposed to be watching
him were in the hot tub.  They ran off
and I had to call security to find his
parents,” Captain Sims recalled.

He leaves Keesler this month for
an assignment at Robins Air Force
Base, Ga.

had a broken leg and I splinted it.
She also complained of chest pains —
she had a pacemaker.”

When the state police arrived, the
captain explained the injuries to them
and asked them to pass the informa-
tion to the hospital so the medical
staff would be prepared to accept the
patients.  

Emergency medical technicians
were on scene about 30 minutes after
the accident.  The captain, who had
triaged and stabilized all the victims,
was able to tell them how many
ambulances were needed.  He also
advised them to have a helicopter sent

to evacuate the woman with the head
injury.

Ultimately, one of the injured was
flown by helicopter to Memphis and
the others were taken to a hospital in
Little Rock, Ark.

“Marvell is a small town and had
never experienced anything like this,”
Captain Sims said.  “The responders
weren’t really sure what to do.”

The captain said all the victims
survived.  The two who were in the
front seat of the car were examined
and released from the hospital.  The
woman with the chest pain and frac-
tures was also released after treat-

Back home in Arkansas, he’s ‘Captain Marvell’
In two eventful trips

trips to his hometown, 
Captain Sims

tended to five victims 
of a head-on collision 

between a car and truck, 
and rescued a drowning

7-year-old boy.
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Legs, feet, proper technique all
important factors for back safety
81st Medical Group

Most backaches come from
strained muscles in the lower
back.

To avoid back strain from
improper lifting:

Wear good shoes with low
heels, not sandals or high
heels.

Stand close to the object
you want to lift.

Plant your feet squarely,
shoulder width apart.

Bend at the knees, not at
the waist. Keep your knees
bent as you lift.

Pull in your stomach and
rear end. Keep your back as
straight as you can.

Hold the object close to
your body.

Don’t lift with a jerk. Lift
slowly, letting your legs carry
the weight.

Get help or use a dolly to
move something that’s too big
or very heavy.

Don’t lift if your back
already hurts or if you have a
history of back trouble.

Don’t lift heavy things
over your head.

Don’t arch your back when
you lift or carry.

Don’t twist your back
when you’re holding some-
thing — turn your whole body
from head to toe.

Don’t lift something heavy
with one hand and light with
the other — balance the load.

Don’t try to lift one thing
while you hold something
else. For example, don’t try
to pick up a child while
you’re holding a grocery bag.
Put the bag down or lift the
bag and the child at the same
time.

Photo by Kemberly Groue
Chris Goode, 81st Contracting Squadron, lifts a box to be
be moved from one side of his office to the other.  He
bends his knees to reduce the pressure on his back.  Sim-
ply bending down to pick up an object without using your
legs or knees puts more pressure on the back and can lead
to injury.
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Students living in Keesler’s
military family housing areas
attend Biloxi public schools.

School starts today, but stu-
dents who weren’t registered by
Friday can’t start classes until
Monday.  Late registration pack-
ets may be picked up today and
returned Friday for processing.

For questions about school
zones, call 374-1810, exten-
sion 126.  For students enter-
ing Biloxi schools from a
home-schooled or unaccred-
ited educational setting, call
374-1810, extension 125.

Students in parts of north
Biloxi attend Harrison County
schools, but may go to Biloxi
schools on a tuition basis.

For other school districts:
Gulfport — school starts

today.  For school zone assign-
ments, call 865-4613.  For
more information, call 865-
4600 or visit http://www.gulf
portschools.k12.ms.us.

D’Iberville and other Har-
rison County schools — school
starts today; 539-6500; http://
www.harrison.k12.ms.us.

Jackson County — school
starts today; 826-1757; http://
www.jcsd.k12.ms.us.

Long Beach — school starts
Friday; 864-1146; http://www.
lbsd.k12.ms.us.

Ocean Springs — school
starts today; 539-6500; http:
//www.ossd.k12.ms.us.

Kindergarten students must
be 5 years old on or before
Sept. 1.  First-graders must be 6
years old on or before Sept. 1.

New school year
kicks off today
for most districts
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SPORTS AND RECREATION

Civil engineers tame Red Wolves, 19-18, for softball title
By Senior Airman Lee Smith
Kessler News staff

A single in the game’s final at-bat
gave the 81st Civil Engineer
Squadron-A team the intramural soft-
ball title, 19-18, over the 336th Train-
ing Squadron-A team July 26.

Civil engineer Marshal Johnston,
who came in to pinch-run in the fifth
for outfielder Dave West, found him-
self at the plate with two outs and a
runner on first base in the bottom of
the seventh. 

Johnston hit a pitch to left center
field that squirted by the outfielders
and got to the outfield fence, allowing
the runner on first to score and end the
game.

The bottom of the seventh was
forced due to another dramatic at-bat
by the Red Wolves.  Jason Mathias hit
a two-run home run to tie the game at
18 in the top half of the inning.  

The four-bagger was Mathias’ sec-
ond of the championship, and came
with two outs.

The championship game saw the
Red Wolves jump out in front 2-0 in
the top of the first inning, which was a
stark contrast to the two teams’ previ-
ous tournament meeting.  

Photo by Senior Airman Lee Smith
David Pearson, left, 81st CES-A, tries to turn the double play as Rick Craw-
ford, 336th Training Squadron, attempts to slide.

Photos by Kemberly Groue
Radar the Mule is petted by Hayden Costanzo, 3, at the child development center July 28 as part of
Cowboy Day.  The event promotes the Klein Brothers Professional Rodeo which takes place Aug. 19-21
at the Gulfport Fairgrounds.  Hayden is the son of Lindsay and James Costanzo, 81st Communications
Squadron.

Darius Poole, 3, and Patricia Wheaton,
program technician at the child devel-
opment center, participate in the stick
horse race.  Darius’ parents are Jennifer
Poole, 336th Training Squadron, and
Teddy Poole, 81st Security Forces
Squadron.

Cowboy Day 

Please see Softball, Page 23

Dennis Crum, 336th TRS, said scor-
ing the first runs of the game was espe-
cially important in this game.

“We were shut out the night before by
CE,” Crum said, “so scoring those first

runs of the game really helped build
our confidence. It also took some
pressure off of us offensively.”

In the bottom of the first, the civil
engineers put that pressure back on by
plating five runs to take a 5-2 lead
after one inning.  

The civil engineers followed up
their five-run first inning with a two-
run second to extend their lead to 7-2.

The Red Wolves responded in the
top of the third inning with five runs.
Four of those came on a grand slam
by Mathias to tie the score.  

The civil engineers responded in
the bottom half of the inning as a sac-
rifice fly brought in a run, putting the
81st CES-A back on top, 8-7.  

After blanking the Red Wolves in
the top if the fourth, the civil engi-
neers put seven runs on the board.
Two of those runs came courtesy of
Wiggs, third baseman for 81st CES.
After being intentionally walked in
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Texas-bound
State Little League champs

have Keesler connections
Biloxi Little League
and Keesler News staff

When the Biloxi Little
League Major Division All-
Stars take the field Sunday in
Waco, Texas, five of the 11
players on the roster have ties
to Keesler.

Zach Mayhew, son of Brett
and Anita Mayhew, 81st
Training Wing, is one of
Biloxi’s pitchers.  

Other Keesler connections
are D.J. Hogue, son of David
Hogue, 81st Training Support
Squadron, and Jessamyn
Hogue, 81st Medical Support
Squadron; Jordan Mata, son
of ITT contractor Doug Mata,
81st Training Support Squad-
ron; Nick Wheelock, son of
Kathy and Keith Wheelock,
403rd Wing; and Brandon
Pace, son of retiree Pat Perry-
Harvey, who now lives in Vir-
ginia.

Keith Wheelock, Justin
Freche, Hawtin Buchanan,
Jer-rel Mark, Grant Griswold
and Blake Plummer complete
the roster.

The team is coached by
David Hogue, 81st TRSS, and
Jacob Turk, and managed by
Pat Buchanan.

The 12-year-olds from
Biloxi compete against seven
other teams from Texas,
Oklahoma, New Mexico,
Louisiana, Arkansas and Col-
orado in the Southwest
Regional Tournament, one of
eight Little League playoffs
across the country.

Biloxi faces Oklahoma at 6
p.m. Sunday, East Texas at 1
p.m. Monday and New Mex-
ico at 6 p.m. Tuesday in a
round-robin format.  

Winners of two or more
games advance to a single
elimination playoff round
beginning Wednesday.  

The regional finals are tel-
evised on ESPN Aug. 13.
The winner advances to the
Little League World Series in

Williamsport, Pa., Aug. 19-
28.

Biloxi was undefeated in
district and state play, striking
out 60 batters in 29 innings
and hitting 10 home runs.  

The team scored 67 runs
and allowed only five runs in
clinching the district champi-
onship last month over teams
from Woolmarket, D’Iberville,
Ocean Springs and Gulfport.

Biloxi claimed the state
championship July 23 in Hat-
tiesburg, defeating Natchez
13-0 and 11-0 in a best two-
out-of-three series.

Allison Buchanan and Anita
Mayhew, Biloxi Little League, and
Susan Griggs, Keesler News staff,
contributed to this report.

Courtesy photo
Pitcher Mayhew helped
Biloxi remain undefeated in
district and state competi-
tion.

SCORES AND MORE

Adverse weather
If weather is doubtful, the sports

director or designee decides if the
scheduled games take place no later
then 3 p.m.  If weather becomes  a
safety issue after 3 p.m., then the
officiating crew make the decision
at 6 p.m.

Basketball 
Varsity team tryouts — men’s

tryouts are 6-8 p.m., through Aug.
12 at the Blake Fitness Center. Try-
outs for the women’s team are 6:30-
8 p.m. Monday through Aug. 11 at
the Dragon Fitness Center. All
active duty, military, reservist,
dependents, Department of Defense
civilians and base contract workers
are eligible for both teams. For more
information for the men’s team, call
Jesse Harris, 377-8353. For more
information for the Lady Dragons,
call Teddy Johnson, 377-7963.

Bowling
Editor’s note:  For more infor-

mation, call Gaudé Lanes, 377-
2817.

Hook up to bowling — 1 p.m.
Sept. 3 orientation.  Class 1-2 p.m.
Saturdays beginning Sept. 10 for six
weeks.  Ages 17 and younger. Cost
is $69.  Space is limited.  

Winter league registrations —
are being accepted now for adults
and youth.

Youth bowling discount — 5-9
p.m.

Cheerleading
Tryouts — for the Keesler Drag-

ons Varsity Spirit Squad 2-5 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, Blake Fitness
Center. The squad cheers for the

men’s and women’s basketball
teams. 

Fitness
Editor’s note:  For more infor-

mation, call Blake Fitness Center,
377-4385; Dragon Fitness Center,
377-2907, and Triangle Fitness
Center, 377-3056.

Mini triathlon — 7:30 a.m. Aug.
26. Swimming, cycling and run-
ning. All events begin and end at the
Triangle Pool.  Cost is $5.  Sign up
by Aug. 19. For more information,
call 377-7858.

Fitness center equipment ori-
entations —  9 a.m. Wednesdays
and 10 a.m. Saturdays at Blake;
10:30 a.m. Tuesdays at Dragon; and
2 p.m. Thursdays at Triangle.  No
appointment necessary. 

Sports physicals — pediatric
clinic provides physical for stu-
dents.  Call TRICARE, 1-800-700-
8603.
Blake Fitness Center

Aerobic workout tapes —
available for free checkout.  For
more information, call 377-4409.
Dragon Fitness Center 

Computerized fitness assess-
ments and counseling — available
by appointment only.  Call 377-2907
or 377-4409.

Parent/child fitness room — 6
a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays-working
Fridays with workout equipment and
play area for ages 6 months-7 years.

Triangle Fitness Center
Squat, dead lift, bench press

wall of fame — best lifters in each
weight category gets photo on the
wall of fame and free T-shirt.  Com-
petitions are 5 p.m. working Fridays.

Golf 
Editor’s note:  For more infor-

mation, call Bay Breeze Golf
Course, 377-3832. 

Senior leadership golf outing
—  7 a.m. Saturday.  Cost is $24, O-
3 and below; $26, O-4 and above.
For more information, e-mail
randy.coats@keesler.af.mil.

Keesler Club annual member
golf tournament — Aug. 19.
Shotgun start at 12:30 p.m.   $35 for
members and guests, $45 for non-
members.  Prizes, free food and bev-
erages.

Outdoor recreation
Editor’s note: For more infor-

mation, call 377-3160 or 3186.
Pavilions — one air-conditioned

pavilion and several outside pavil-
ions available for group get-togeth-
ers.  

Pool parties at base pools — for
more information, call 377-3568.

Softball
Playoff results

July 25 — 336th TRS-A 12,
338th TRS-A 11; 81st CES-A 18, 81st
MSGS-A 5; 81st MSS/TRW/2AF 7,
81st MSGS 5; 338th TRS-A 14,
CNATTU 9; 81st MSS/TRW/2AF 14,
338th TRS-A 8; 81st CES-A 14,
336th TRS 0.

July 26 — 336th TRS-A 19, 81st
MSS/TRW/2AF 13; 81st CES-A 19,
336th TRS-A 18 (championship
game).

his first two at-bats, he hit a towering home
run that drew ohhs and ahhs from everyone
who witnessed it, including the Red Wolves
players on the bench.  

After the fourth inning, the civil engineers
enjoyed a 15-7 advantage.

The Red Wolves scored twice in the top half
of the fifth to cut the deficit to 15-9.  The 81st
CES scored three times to make it 18-9, thanks
to home runs by four different players.

But the never-say-die Red Wolves battled
back, driving in seven runs in the sixth before
the dramatic seventh-inning home run.

The Red Wolves earned the right to play the
81st CES-A in the title game when they
defeated the 81st Mission Support Squa-
dron/Training Wing and 2nd Air Force team,
19-13, in the first game of the evening.  

Each team had one loss already in tourna-
ment play.  A victory by the Red Wolves over
the 81st CES-A would have forced a third
game.  

Softball, from Page 22
The championship game was a match-up of

the top two seeds in the double-elimination
tournament.  The 336th TRS-A had the best
record of any team during the regular season at
12-1, which earned the team the regular-season
championship for the American League.  The
81st CES-A, 10-2 in the regular season, fin-
ished third in the National League.  

James Pope, 81st CES, said the team went
through a gamut of emotions during the game.

“Everybody was calm in the top of the sev-
enth,” Pope said.  “Yet there was uneasiness
about the situation.”

He said Johnston’s hit in the bottom half of
the inning was just another example of people
stepping up when it mattered most.

“That was just clutch,” Pope said.  “It’s been
said before, over and over, but this champi-
onship was a team effort and everyone con-
tributed to this victory.”

The other members of the 81st CES-A team
were Timothy Todd, Anthony Jones, David
Person, Mike Marskberry, David Person,
Michael Henderson, Ron Jarvis, Asa Oliver III,
Arrington Littlejohn, Kaota Saechoa, Christo-
pher Shivers and Michael Elmore. 



DIGEST

Seaman Vianca Roache; Senior Airmen Michael Kolenic, Ian
Stait-Gardner and Dwight Upton; Marine Sgts. Michael Bennett
and Kenneth Pullum; Tech. Sgts. Paul Chojnacki, John Endzelis,
Samuel Harris, David Humphreys, Keith Leblond, Timothy Tack-
ett and Chad Trausch; Master Sgts. Laszlo Balazs and Paul Hig-
gins.
338th TRS

Radar systems flight — Senior Airmen Jason Jones.

PROMOTIONS
2005 Air Force Personnel Center boards

Aug. 15-26 — command screening. Please see Digest, Page 25

Sept. 12-23 — colonel line, JAG, BASC, MSC, NC.
Sept. 26-30 — special selection.
Oct. 4-6 — blocked.
Oct. 11-21 — chief master sergeant evaluation.
Oct. 25-27 — Air National Guard colonel, second session.
Nov. 14-18 — colonel, lieutenant colonel and major MC, DC.
Dec. 5-16 — major line, CHAP, JAG, BSC, MSC. 

TRICARE

Beneficiary services — active duty and dependents enroll at
Keesler Medical Center, Room 4B-107, 377-9962.  To enroll in
TRICARE Prime, retirees and their dependents call 1-800-444-
5445 or visit the TRICARE Service Center, 2130 Pass Road,
Biloxi, 385-6650.

Claims services — 1-800-403-3950.
“Urgent” after hours primary care manager access — 1-

877-794-4629.
Health benefits/beneficiary counseling, debt collection

assistance — call Carolyn James, 377-6580, or Linda Davis,
377-6001.  Ms. James is in Room 4B-106 and Ms. Davis is in
Room 4B-105 in Keesler Medical Center.

Education center for women — in women’s health services
at Keesler Medical Center, offers educational tools for women’s
health issues.  TV/VCR, interactive touch screen computer and
multimedia computer connected to the Internet are available for
personal viewing; videos may be viewed in the clinic or checked
out for home use.  Walk-ins welcome.  For appointments, call 1-
800-700-8603.  For more information, call 377-6920 or 6921.

Keesler Medical Center clinic hours — family practice, 7
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday; pedi-
atric clinic, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday and 8 a.m. to noon Saturday.. 

On the Web — Keesler Medical Center’s Web site is
http://www.keesler.af.mil/81mdg.  For TRICARE information,
visit http://www.tricare.osd.mil.  For Region South information,
visit the Humana Military Healthcare Services Web site, http://
www.humana-military.com.  

TRICARE Service Center — 2130 Pass Road, Biloxi, 385-
6650.  Hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday.

CLASSES

Airman Leadership School
Class 05-F — Aug. 15-Sept. 20.

First Term Airmen Center
Class 05-16 — Monday through Aug. 11.

Keesler NCO Academy
Class 05-6 — Aug. 1-Sept. 8.

Chapel
Book of Romans adult Bible study — 6:30-8 p.m. Wednes-

days at the former chapel located at corner of H and 2nd streets.
For more information, call Chaplain (1st Lt.) Winston Jones,
377-2761.

Keesler Medical Center
Shaving clinic — pseudofoliculitus evaluations 1-3 p.m.

Wednesdays.
Allergy/immunization clinic — 7 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Mon-

day-Thursday and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. working Fridays.  For more
information, call 377-6543.

International travel clinic — weekly appointments avail-
able; schedule at least three weeks before a planned trip.
Travelers should provide a list of destinations when they book an
appointment and bring their immunization record to the appoint-
ment.  For appointment, call Pat Baugh, 377-6166.

McBride Library
Back to school orientations — 6 p.m. Aug. 17, college stu-

dents; 6 p.m. Aug. 31 commanders, first sergeants and instructors.

HONORS
Quarterly awards, April-June
81st Training Wing

Airman — Senior Airman Nancy Gilli, 81st Medical Support
Squadron.

Noncommissioned officer — Staff Sgt. Shantay Aldrich, 2nd
Air Force.

Senior NCO — Senior Master Sgt. Barbara Mazyck, 81st
MDSS.

Company grade officer — Capt. Justin Theiss, 81st Surgical
Operations Squadron.

Honor guard airman — Senior Airman Emmanuel Boyd,
81st MDSS.

Honor guard NCO — Staff Sgt. Michael DeGuzman, 81st
Mission Support Group.

Honor guard senior NCO — Master Sgt. Reginald Cobb,
81st MSG.

Honor guard company grade officer — Capt. Craig Wolfe,
81st MSG.

Entry level civilian — Deborah Blackmon, 338th TRS.
Intermediate level — Kanokwan Kooamphorn, 81st

Contracting Squadron.
Senior level — Jerome Bartosik, 2nd Air Force.

Student honor roll
332nd Training Squadron

Basic electronic principles — Airmen Basic Authur Arce,
Cameron Benson, Christopher Chandler, Daren Denker, Tony
Ditto, Adam Hoffman, Mathew Huntsman, Jacob Kowalski,
Justin Lane, Eric Nolan, Gregory Olsen, Erica Phelps, Jesse Pen-
tecost, Kevin Reilly, Matthew Smith, Matthew Williams and
Thomas Winger; Private William Rosenoff; Airmen Paul Ayure,
Wayne Grimm, Ryan Levoy, James Spevack, Jeffrey Stevens and
David Wilkerson; Airmen 1st Class Daniel Ahlquist, Austin Car-
roll, Xuan Huynh, William Kammerer, Dustin Lee, Dustin Les-
niak, Justin Mason, Dean Redd and Nicholas Wood; Senior Air-
men John Albin, Tristan Hook and Otis Hurst; Staff Sgts.
Brandon Alexander, Bryan Brunk, Andrew Walchli, Mark Was-
son and Timothy Willis; Tech. Sgts. James Davis, Malik Favours
and Johnny Johnson; Master Sgt. Ahmad Latayfeh; Capt.
Tzuchiang Lin.

334th TRS
Air traffic control operations training flight — Airmen

Basic Chadwick Boles, Nicholas Booker, Christopher Boren,
Tanner Herring, Joshua Mattert, Tino Redhouse and Justin
Shank; Airmen Dane Geiger, Schyler Peck and Michael Weiss;
Airmen 1st Class Joshua Breeden,  Andrea Calderon, Russell
Ellersick, Jonathan Lacy, Jesse Petersen and Anthony Riggs;
Senior Airmen Brett Froman, Cecil Gilbreath and James
Mashaw; Staff Sgts. Schuka Hartsfield and Matthew Sizemore.

335th TRS
Comptroller training flight — Airman Basic Gilberto Mar-

tinez; Airmen 1st Class Stephen Blevins and Julie Silfven;
Senior Airmen Eric Harcar and Stephen Otis; Staff Sgts. James
Burgess, Michelle Clark, Jesse Genier, Heather Halverson, Amy
Logsdon, Amber Mellen, Michele Ordway, Jennifer Porter, Den-
ver Stack and Kelly Whiteaker; Tech. Sgt. Denise Zamarron,
Master Sgt. Georgina Capulong.

Weather training flight — Airmen Basic Nicholas Broome,
Corey Eubanks, Trevor Finnell, James Fultz, Arthur Gonzales,
Michael Gottschalk, Ashley Hackman, Erin Kirkpatrick, Sean
Kirkpatrick, Derek Myers, Joshua Paredes, Melissa Thomas,
David Urbinati and Micaela Walling; Airmen Dale Cain, Dou-
glas Engle, Christopher Guzy, John Hoagland, Tara Husband,
Scott Jenkins, Thomas Martin and Brad Schick; Navy Airman
Apprentice Brianna Frazier; Marine Pfc. Jason Contreras; Air-
man 1st Class Casey Fletcher, Miranda Gilley, Jarad Guerrero-
Salinas, Magen McClenahan, Ustem Nu, Zachariah Ritsema,
Matthew Strand, Ashley Whalum and Matthew Yore; Navy Air-
men Sean Arnold, Terry Bush, Stephen Gibson, Neval Hoskins,
Larisa Jones, Matthew Leasure, Maria Richardson, Robin Sink,
Nicole Spriggs, Miaya Whitehead and Maurice Winpigler; Navy

CHAPEL SERVICES

Orthodox
Holy Trinity Church (Greek Orthodox) — 255

Beauvoir Road, Biloxi; Divine Liturgy, 10:30 a.m. Sunday.
For more information, call 388-6138.

St. Mary’s Church (Eastern Orthodox) — 3224 D
Ave., Gulfport.  For more information, call 864-1568.

Jewish
Beth Israel Synagogue — 1946 Southern Avenue,

Biloxi.  Services 8 p.m. Fridays; an Oneg Shabbat follows
each service.  For more information, call 388-5574 or visit
cbibiloxi@juno.com.
Latter-Day Saints

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints — stu-
dent group service, 2 p.m. Sundays, Triangle Chapel.  Student
family home evenings, 7 p.m. Mondays, Fishbowl.  For more
information, call 374-5627.

Biloxi Ward — 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sundays, 14928 Big Ridge
Road, North Biloxi.    For more information, call 435-9506. 

Protestant
Sunday worship
Larcher Chapel traditional service......................8:30 a.m.
Fishbowl student contemporary service.................10 a.m.
Larcher Chapel praise and worship service..........11:15 a.m.
Triangle Chapel gospel service...........................11:30 a.m.
Sunday religious education
September-May..........................................................10 a.m.
Classes held at the former chapel located at corner of H and
2nd streets.  For class schedules, call 377-2520 or 4625.
Prayer service for peace — noon Wednesdays, Larcher
Chapel.  For more information, call 377-4861.
Joy night concerts — 7 p.m. Fridays featuring the inspira-
tional gospel service choir.  

Roman Catholic
Sunday Mass
Medical Center Chapel.....Sacrament of Reconciliation, 8 a.m.
Medical Center Chapel ...........................................8:30 a.m.
Triangle Chapel........Sacrament of Reconciliation, 9:30 a.m.
Triangle Chapel..........................................................10 a.m.
Weekday Masses
Medical Center Chapel .........................................11:15 a.m.
Fishbowl............................................Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday religious education
September-May.......................................................8:30 a.m.
Classes held at the former chapel located at corner of H and
2nd streets.  For class schedules, call 377-4625.
Tagalog worship
5:30 p.m. Wednesdays, rosary; 5:45 p.m. Our Lady of
Perpetual Help novena; 6 p.m. Mass, Our Lady of Fatima
Church, 2090 Pass Road, Biloxi.  For more information, call
388-3887.

Islamic
Building 2003 — for international students, temporary

duty and permanent party; prayer five times daily; Salaat ul-
Jummah congregational prayer, noon Friday.

For more information, call 377-2520 or 0327.
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dents; 6 p.m. Aug. 31 commanders, first sergeants and instructors.
Remembering Kool-Aid — 2-4 p.m. Sunday.  Everyone is

invited for cookies and Kool-Aid.
National Airborne Day — Aug. 16.  Book display com-

memorates first official Army parachute jump on this date in
1940, and honors all who have served in an airborne capacity.

Library services — free Internet use.  Copies 10 cents a
page; copy machines 5 cents a page.  Fax first page $3, each
additional page $2.  Local and incoming faxes, 50 cents a page. 

Orientations/volunteer work — for more information, call
377-2181.

Arts and crafts center
One-stroke beginner painting — 1-3 p.m. Saturday or Aug.

20; $40 including most supplies.
Beginners cross-stitch — 6 p.m. Tuesday; $10.
Beading — Aug. 13 or 27; call for times.  Free instruction;

beading kit $20.
Rubber-stamped card making — 6 p.m. Aug. 16; $10.
Free scrapbook club — 5:30 p.m. Aug. 23.  
Ceramic painting technique — ongoing signups; minimum

five students.  For more information, call 377-2821.
Beginners framing — one class, four sessions, 5:30-7:30

p.m. Tuesday and Aug. 16, 23 and 30.  $55 including supplies.  
Advanced matting — 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Aug. 26.  $15

including supplies;  beginner class is prerequisite.  
Beginning intarsia woodworking — 5-7 p.m. Friday or

Aug. 19.  $15 including supplies and tool use; maximum three
students.

Advanced intarsia woodworking — 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday or Aug. 20.  $20 including supplies and tool use; max-
imum three students.

Beginners auto care — 6 p.m. Wednesday,  tune ups; Aug.
17 brakes.  $5 each; minimum five students.

Air Force Artist/Craftsman Contest youth division —
ages 17 and younger; two categories.  Entry deadline Aug. 11.
For more information, call 377-2821.

Free ice cream social — 1-3 p.m. Aug. 20; banana splits, shakes,
sundaes, bingo, make-and-take crafts packs and summer specials. 

Auto shop — air conditioning checks available.
Multi-craft shop — closes 5 p.m. Tuesdays in August.

TRANSITIONS
Workshops, briefings

Transition assistance three-day workshop — 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday-Wednesday, Sept. 12-14, Oct. 3-5, Nov. 7-9 and
Dec. 5-7, Room 130, Sablich Center.  To preregister or for more
information, call 377-8591 or 8592 or e-mail ronald.bublik@
keesler.af.mil.

Retirement and veterans briefing — 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Aug. 11, Sept. 15, Oct. 6, Nov. 10 and Dec. 8, Room 130, Sablich
Center.  To preregister or for more information, call 377-8591 or
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Pre-separation counseling — required by law for individuals
leaving the military no less than 90 calendar days before separa-
tion or retirement date.  Individuals with orders can attend the
briefing on Thursdays in Room 130, Sablich Center, excluding
the week of the transition assistance program workshop, at 1 p.m.
for those separating or 2:30 p.m. for those who are retiring.  Bring
a copy of orders to the session.

PALACE Chase information briefings — 10 a.m. first and
third Tuesday of each month, Room 216, Sablich Center.  For
more information, call Master Sgt. Tony Woods, 377-7116. 
Employment assistance

Employment Network Center — 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Monday-Thursday and 9 a.m. to 3:45 a.m. working Fridays,
Room 126, Sablich Center.  National and local job search infor-
mation and Internet computer access for active-duty and military
family members, free e-mail service, fax service and computers
and laser printers to complete resumes and federal job applica-
tions.  For more information, visit Room 126, Sablich Center, or
call 377-8593 or 8592.
Computer use

Government computers — commanders may authorize their
use for the preparation of personal resumes by people separating
or retiring from the service on an “as available” basis as long as
use of the equipment for the purpose doesn’t adversely affect the
mission. 

Transition employment opportunities public folder — go
to e-mail “public folders” and click on “transition employment
opportunities” for job opportunities for active duty and family
members.  For more information, call 377-8592 or 8593.
Employment assistance

Health care professionals — needed by the Air Force
Reserve.  Critical Air Force Specialty Codes available in
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Florida units are 44M3,
44Y3, 46F3, 46P3, 47G3, and 48R3. Some may be eligible for
signing bonus or loan repayment.   For more information, call
Tech. Sgt. George Adams, health professions recruiter, 377-8332,
or e-mail george. adams@keesler.af.mil.
Web sites

Defense Manpower Data Center — http://www.dmdc.
osd.mil/dors or http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/tbb.

Air Force Blue to Corporate Gray — http://www.blue
togray.com.

Air Force Federal Employment Resume and Information
— http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/resweb.

Civilian job certification and licensing requirements for
military personnel and veterans — http://www.dol.
gov/dol/vets.

Department of Veterans Affairs — http://www.vba.va.gov/
efif/index.htm; for members returning from Operations Enduring
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.

Southern Region Military and Civilian Job Fair — http://
www.mesc.state.ms.us/jobfair.

New military spouse career center — http://www.military.
com/spouse.  Extensive job board including jobs from public and
private sectors. For more information, call Vince Patton, 703-
269-0154, or e-mail at vince@militaryadvantage.com.

America’s Job Bank — http://www.ajb.dni.us.

CLUBS AND CENTERS

Keesler Community Center
Ballroom dancing — 7-11 p.m. Saturday; $10 per person.

Hors d’oeuvres served; instructors available.
Youth and adult guitar lessons — half-hour lessons, 5 p.m.

Tuesdays and Thursdays.  $55 per month.  For appointment, call
377-3308.

Weight Watchers — 5:45 p.m. Thursdays; weigh-in 5:15 p.m.  
Coloring contest — pick up coloring activity sheet; submit

entries by 4 p.m. Aug. 19.   

Vandenberg Community Center
Eight-ball pool tournament — 6-9:30 p.m. Mondays
Nine-ball pool tournament — 6-9:30 p.m. Tuesdays.
Karaoke — 6 p.m. Thursdays before nonworking Fridays.
CyberSport — Internet gaming 3-10 p.m. Mondays-

SHUTTLE BUS SCHEDULE

6:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. weekdays
Minutes after hour Bus stop
:00 :30 332nd TRS, Building 6955
:01 :31 338th TRS, Building 6965
:02 :32 Welch Auditorium
:04 :34 Smith Manor
:07 :37 Cody, Dolan and Thomson Hall
:08 :38 Supply
:09 :39 Shoppette
:10 :40 Shaw House
:11 :41 Main exchange 
:12 :42 McBride Library
:13 :43 Medical center, Tyer House
:14 :44 Sablich Center
:15 :45 Dental clinic
:16 :46 Allee and Wolfe Halls
:17 :47 Base operations
:18 :48 Hangar 4
:19 :49 Thomson Hall

10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
off-Fridays, weekends, holidays
Minutes after hour Bus stop
:00 :30 332nd TRS, Building 6955
:02 :32 Shoppette
:04 :34 White Avenue Gate
::05 :35 Shaw House 
:06 :36 Main exchange
:07 :37 Keesler Federal Credit Union
:08 :38 Medical center, Tyer House
:09 :39 Sablich Center
:10 :40 Dental clinic
:13 :43 Marina park
:14 :44 Bay Breeze Golf Course
:15 :45 Pass Road Gate
:17 :47 Welch Auditorium
:18 :48 338th TRS, Building 6965

Technical training route 
5:10-5:30 a.m. weekdays
Minutes after hour Bus stop
:10 Shaw House
:12 Muse Manor
As required                 Tyer House
:14 TLQ east side 2000 block 
:16                              TLQ east side of Locker House
:17                              332nd TRS
:18                              335th TRS
:20                              Welch Auditorium
:26                              Thomson/Dolan/Cody Halls
:27                              McClelland Hall
:28                              Allee/Wolfe Halls
:30                              Stennis Hall/Weather 

Prior-service students lodged off-base
Allow four-minute window for times; lobby area pickup.

To Keesler via Highway 90:  5:15 a.m. and 1:25 p.m., Com-
fort Suites, Comfort Inn and Holiday Inn; 5:18 a.m. and 1:28 p.m.,
Howard Johnson Express and Best Western Swan; 5:21 a.m. and
1:35 p.m., Ramada Limited; 5:25 a.m., Edgewater Inn; 5:32 a.m.
and 1:50 p.m., Biloxi Beachfront and Holiday Inn Express.

To Keesler from north of base:  5 a.m. and 1 p.m., Mar-
tinique; 5:01 a.m. and 1:04 p.m., South Palm Villas; 5:06-
5:10 a.m. and 1:10-1:16 p.m., Ocean Springs Days Inn,
Howard Johnson, Holiday Inn and Hampton Inn; 5:11-5:16
a.m. and 1:20-1:31 p.m., Ocean Springs Country Inn and
Suites, Ramada Limited, Best Western and Comfort Inn;
5:18-5:22 a.m. and 1:41-1:47 p.m., D’Iberville Wingate Inn,
Quality Inn and Travelodge; 5:25-5:35 a.m. and 1:53-1:56
p.m., D’Iberville Howard Johnson and Suburban Lodge.

Back to off-base lodging:  3:30, 4:30 and 6:15 p.m.,
street side of Hewes Hall for Bryan, Jones, Hewes and Gar-
rard halls; 3:33, 4:33 and 6:18 p.m., Thomson Hall stop for
Hangar 3, Thomson, Cody and Dolan halls; 3:36, 4:36 and
6:21 p.m., McClelland Hall; 3:38, 4:38 and 6:23 p.m.,
behind Allee Hall for 7-level building, weather building and
Allee, Wolfe and Stennis halls; 3:41, 4:41 and 6:26 p.m.,
stop between base exchange and McBride Library.

Duty passengers have priority over “space available”
riders.  Schedule may be impacted by increased official
operations or severe weather.  Those who are physically
challenged or have excess baggage, call 377-2432 for the
base taxi.  For more information, call 377-2430.

KIRT
Keesler Integrated Resource Team members serve the

community needs of military personnel and families.
Member agencies support mission readiness and provide
preventive or intervention services to promote mental and
spiritual growth, physical health, and strong military mem-
bers and their families.  

KIRT members are: 
Life skills enhancement center — 377-6216, comment

line 377-6780.
Family support center — 377-2179. 
Family advocacy — 377-7006. 
Family member program — 377-3077.
Health and wellness center — 377-5305. 
403rd Wing — 377-3277.
Chapel — Larcher, 377-4859; Keesler Medical Center,

377-6337; Triangle, 377-2520, and Fishbowl Student Cen-
ter, 377-2331.



Above-and-beyond tutoring — 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays, kindergarten through grade 12.  Volunteer tutors
needed.

Training responsible adolescents in leadership/Keystone
Club — 6-7 p.m. Tuesdays, ages 13-17.

Smart girls — 4 p.m. Thursdays, ages 9-12; 5 p.m. ages 13-
17.

Passport to manhood — 4 p.m. Wednesdays, ages 9-12; 5
p.m., ages 13-17.

4-H Clubs — 5 p.m. Wednesdays, ages 9 and older.
Congressional award program — 6 p.m. Aug. 15, ages 14-

21; call for more information.

Keesler Club
Editor’s note: Dining is open to all ranks.
Back to school party (all ranks) — 5-7:30 p.m. Friday.

Entertainment, door prizes and ice cream station.  
Mongolian barbecue — 5:30-8 p.m. Aug. 11.  
Lunch buffet — 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mondays-working

Fridays, except holidays.  Taco bar Mondays, ribs Tuesday, eth-
nic Wednesdays, catfish the last working day of each week.
Daily specials also available.  

Wednesday special — 4:30 p.m. until they’re gone, free
wings and things for club members; $3 nonmembers.  Drink spe-
cials and progressive pot cash giveaway for members.     

Enlisted Warrior Lounge
Hot dogs — $1 Mondays through Saturdays.
Pinochle (all ranks)  — 7 p.m. Tuesdays.  
Eight- and nine-ball pool tournaments — 6 p.m.

Thursdays.
Karaoke night — 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. Fridays.
Latino night — Aug. 12; 7-8 p.m. dance lessons, 8 p.m. to 2

a.m. DJ, drink specials.
Brew night — 5-8 p.m. Aug. 17.  Free micro-brewery tast-

ing, appetizers and giveaways.  Sponsored by Lazy Magnolia,
distributed by F.E.B. and Brew City.

Rhythm and blues night — 9 p.m. Saturdays.  
Urban nights — 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. Thursdays before non-

working Fridays.  
Snack and drink specials — 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays through

Fridays.  Progressive pot cash giveaway Wednesdays for mem-
bers. 

TICKETS AND TRAVEL
New Orleans Saints football in the Superdome — $45 per

person.  Aug. 12, vs. Seattle Seahawks; sign up by Tuesday.
Aug. 26, vs. Baltimore Ravens; sign up by Aug. 23.    

Aquarium of the Americas/IMAX New Orleans — Aug.
14.  $40 adults, $33 ages 2-12; sign up by Wednesday.

Louisiana swamp/plantation trip — Aug. 20.  $125 adults,
$100 ages 4-12, including lunch and admission; sign up by Aug.
16.  
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VOLUNTEERS
Editor’s note:  Included are base organizations, events,

training orientation and other information for volunteers.
For more information on opportunities in the surrounding
communities, call Jackie Pope, 377-8590.

Airmen Against Drunk Driving — for more information,
call Staff Sgt. Shironda Gilchrist, 377-4477.

American RedCross-Keesler Station — disaster services vol-
unteers for hurricane season and year-round.  Free training provided;
all skill levels accepted.  For more information, call  896-4511.

Chapel — for more information, call 377-2520.
Civil Air Patrol, Col. Berta A. Edge Composite Squadron —

6:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Room 210, Hangar 3.  For more information, call
Lt. Col. Linda Steel-Goodwin, 377-7152 or 436-3353, or CAP 1st Lt.
Hank Rogers, commander for seniors, 435-6270.

Cub Scout Pack 214 — for more information, call Staff Sgt.
Christian Carawan, 385-9433, or Tech. Sgt. Mark Tempone, 594-
2003.

Family support center — for more information, visit the
center, Room 112, Sablich Center, or call 377-2209 or 4293.  Free
child care available.

Fisher House — for more information, call Larry Vetter, 377-
8264.

Girl Scouts — for more information, call Beverly Brooks,
864-7215, or Cindy Callahan, 388-7757.

High school students — dependents of active-duty people
who want to earn money toward college by volunteering, call Jeri
Peterson, 377-3349.

Honor guard — for more information, call 377-1986 or 2081.
International military student office — for more informa-

tion, call 377-4228.        
McBride Library — for more information, call Bill Province

or Tonie Day, 377-2181 or 2604.
Medical center — for more information, call Emily Shelton,

377-1444.
Retirees activities office — for more information, call 377-

3871 or 7309.   

MEETINGS

Upcoming
Air Force Communications and Electronics Association —

11:30 a.m. Aug. 17, picnic at marina indoor pavilion to meet
Scope Eagle participants.  $5; Aug. 15 payment deadline.  For
more information, call Capt. Lisa Brake, 377-7343 or e-mail
lisa.brake2@keesler.af.mil.

Recurring
African-American Heritage Committee — 3:30 p.m. sec-

ond Tuesday of each month, Building 4002 (Supply), Room 109.
For more information, call Paulette Powell, 377-2270, or Kurt
Higgins, 377-1390.

Air Force Association, Chapter 332 — 11:30 a.m. second
Wednesday of each month, Keesler Club.  For more information,
call or email Kirt Quist, 326-4775, kirt@financialgroupusa.com,
or e-mail Paul Deitke, pdeitke@member.afa.org.

Air Force Sergeants Association, Chapter 652 — 11 a.m.
third Tuesday of each month, Keesler Club.  For more informa-
tion, call Master Sgt. Scott Sippel, 377-9444 .

Air Force Sergeants Association Auxiliary — 6 p.m. third
Thursday of each month.  For location and more information, call
Timlie Reis, 396-5872.

Alcoholics Anonymous — 8 p.m. Thursdays, Larcher Chapel.
For more information, call 396-0823.

Amateur radio club — 7 p.m. second Monday of each
month, second floor, Hangar 3, next to the Civil Air Patrol. For
more information, call Tech. Sgt. Brad Godwin, 377-0341 or 875-
3223, or Staff Sgt. Tony Tran, 377-1200 or 396-4547.

American Federation of Government Employees Local 2670
— 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. second Tuesday of each month, Keesler Club.
For more information, call Helene Almond, 377-6850 or 4518.

Asian-Pacific Islander Heritage Committee — 3 p.m. first
Wednesday of each month, Magnolia Room, Keesler Community
Center.  For more information, call Tech. Sgt. John Dianala, 377-
6154, or Larry McKean, 377-3252.

SHUTTLE BUS SCHEDULE

6:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. weekdays
Minutes after hour Bus stop
:00 :30 332nd TRS, Building 6955
:01 :31 338th TRS, Building 6965
:02 :32 Welch Auditorium
:04 :34 Smith Manor
:07 :37 Cody, Dolan and Thomson Hall
:08 :38 Supply
:09 :39 Shoppette
:10 :40 Shaw House
:11 :41 Main exchange 
:12 :42 McBride Library
:13 :43 Medical center, Tyer House
:14 :44 Sablich Center
:15 :45 Dental clinic
:16 :46 Allee and Wolfe Halls
:17 :47 Base operations
:18 :48 Hangar 4
:19 :49 Thomson Hall

10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
off-Fridays, weekends, holidays
Minutes after hour Bus stop
:00 :30 332nd TRS, Building 6955
:02 :32 Shoppette
:04 :34 White Avenue Gate
::05 :35 Shaw House 
:06 :36 Main exchange
:07 :37 Keesler Federal Credit Union
:08 :38 Medical center, Tyer House
:09 :39 Sablich Center
:10 :40 Dental clinic
:13 :43 Marina park
:14 :44 Bay Breeze Golf Course
:15 :45 Pass Road Gate
:17 :47 Welch Auditorium
:18 :48 338th TRS, Building 6965

Technical training route 
5:10-5:30 a.m. weekdays
Minutes after hour Bus stop
:10 Shaw House
:12 Muse Manor
As required                 Tyer House
:14 TLQ east side 2000 block 
:16                              TLQ east side of Locker House
:17                              332nd TRS
:18                              335th TRS
:20                              Welch Auditorium
:26                              Thomson/Dolan/Cody Halls
:27                              McClelland Hall
:28                              Allee/Wolfe Halls
:30                              Stennis Hall/Weather 

Prior-service students lodged off-base
Allow four-minute window for times; lobby area pickup.

To Keesler via Highway 90:  5:15 a.m. and 1:25 p.m., Com-
fort Suites, Comfort Inn and Holiday Inn; 5:18 a.m. and 1:28 p.m.,
Howard Johnson Express and Best Western Swan; 5:21 a.m. and
1:35 p.m., Ramada Limited; 5:25 a.m., Edgewater Inn; 5:32 a.m.
and 1:50 p.m., Biloxi Beachfront and Holiday Inn Express.

To Keesler from north of base:  5 a.m. and 1 p.m., Mar-
tinique; 5:01 a.m. and 1:04 p.m., South Palm Villas; 5:06-
5:10 a.m. and 1:10-1:16 p.m., Ocean Springs Days Inn,
Howard Johnson, Holiday Inn and Hampton Inn; 5:11-5:16
a.m. and 1:20-1:31 p.m., Ocean Springs Country Inn and
Suites, Ramada Limited, Best Western and Comfort Inn;
5:18-5:22 a.m. and 1:41-1:47 p.m., D’Iberville Wingate Inn,
Quality Inn and Travelodge; 5:25-5:35 a.m. and 1:53-1:56
p.m., D’Iberville Howard Johnson and Suburban Lodge.

Back to off-base lodging:  3:30, 4:30 and 6:15 p.m.,
street side of Hewes Hall for Bryan, Jones, Hewes and Gar-
rard halls; 3:33, 4:33 and 6:18 p.m., Thomson Hall stop for
Hangar 3, Thomson, Cody and Dolan halls; 3:36, 4:36 and
6:21 p.m., McClelland Hall; 3:38, 4:38 and 6:23 p.m.,
behind Allee Hall for 7-level building, weather building and
Allee, Wolfe and Stennis halls; 3:41, 4:41 and 6:26 p.m.,
stop between base exchange and McBride Library.

Duty passengers have priority over “space available”
riders.  Schedule may be impacted by increased official
operations or severe weather.  Those who are physically
challenged or have excess baggage, call 377-2432 for the
base taxi.  For more information, call 377-2430.

KIRT
Keesler Integrated Resource Team members serve the

community needs of military personnel and families.
Member agencies support mission readiness and provide
preventive or intervention services to promote mental and
spiritual growth, physical health, and strong military mem-
bers and their families.  

KIRT members are: 
Life skills enhancement center — 377-6216, comment

line 377-6780.
Family support center — 377-2179. 
Family advocacy — 377-7006. 
Family member program — 377-3077.
Health and wellness center — 377-5305. 
403rd Wing — 377-3277.
Chapel — Larcher, 377-4859; Keesler Medical Center,

377-6337; Triangle, 377-2520, and Fishbowl Student Cen-
ter, 377-2331.
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AWANA — 4:30-6:30 p.m. Sundays, August through May at
the former chapel located at corner of H and 2nd streets, for pre-
school through high school students.  For more information, call
Tasarla Shaw, 377-2520.

Blacks in Government — 5:15 p.m. second Thursday of
each month, Building 4002 (Supply), Room 109.  For more
information, call Flo Clay, 377-8681.

Boy Scout Troop 253 — 6:30 p.m. Mondays, Building 0007,
Thrower Park.  For more information, go to http://www.geoci-
ties. com/biloxi253/ or call Louie Fontes, 377-1519 or 392-0646.

Breast cancer support group — 6 p.m. first Tuesday of
each month, general surgery clinic.  For more information, call
377-3454.

Breastfeeding support group — for more information, call
Jodi Qualters, 872-9190.

Cancer support group — 6 p.m. second Tuesday each
month, medical procedures clinic lounge.  For more information,
call 377-6588.

Chapel ropes — 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Fishbowl Student
Center.  For more information, call 377-2331.

Charismatic intercessory prayer service — 5:15-6 p.m.
Wednesdays at former chapel at corner of H and 2nd streets.  

Christian men’s fellowship luncheon — noon Tuesdays,
Triangle Chapel.  Bring lunch.  For more information, call 377-
2520.

Civil Air Patrol, Col. Berta A. Edge Composite Squadron
— 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Room 210, Hangar 3.  For more infor-
mation, call CAP 1st Lt. Hank Rogers, commander for seniors,
435-6270.

Company grade officers council — 4 p.m. second Thursday
of each month, Keesler Club.  For more information, call Capts.
Branin Klausman, 377-4045, or Jeffrey Burns, 377-0663, or visit
https://wwwmil.keesler. af.mil/CGOC/index.htm.

Cub Scout Pack 214 — for information, call Staff Sgt.

Keesler
Thrift Shop

Mondays

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (sales only)

Wednesdays and Thursdays

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (sales);

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (consignments

accepted at rear entrance)

Building 3217,

412 3rd Street,

behind the Keesler Club

377-3217
operated by the

Keesler Officers

Spouses Club

Christian Carawan, 385-9433, or Tech. Sgt. Mark Tempone, 594-2003.
Cub Scout Pack 281 — 6:30 p.m. first, second and fourth Thursday

of each month, Triangle Chapel Annex.  For more information, call 1st
Lt. Garon Shelton, 377-2046; Norma Cusanek, 432-3160, or Chad Tay-
lor, 594-0877.

Dorm council — 7 a.m. first Wednesday of each month, Live Oak
dining facility.  For more information, call 377-6158 or 6680.

Girl Scout Troop 148 — 6 p.m. Mondays, former chapel located at
corner of H and 2nd streets.  For more information, call Kimberly
Ramirez, 374-7426.

Hispanic Heritage Committee — 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays, Keesler
Community Center.  For more information, call Maria Ochoa, 377-2211,
388-3426 or 424-7036.

Hispanic Employment Committee — 4 p.m. second Wednesday of
each month, family child care building, Thrower Park.  For more infor-
mation, call Maria Ochoa, 377-2211, 388-3426 or 424-7036..

Keesler Officers Spouses Club — for more information, call
Michelle Harper, 872-5791; Amanda Letonoff, 432-8626, or Patty
Stiles, 392-8582.

Keesler Christian Home Educators Association — 7-9 p.m., sec-
ond Tuesday of each month, September through May, former chapel
located at corner of H and 2nd streets. Open to all military home edu-
cators.  For more information, call Vicky Walton, 436-6408, or e-mail
chajanding@ aol.com.

Keesler Riders Association — 3:15 p.m. first Tuesday of the month,
Keesler Community Center, for motorcyclists.  For more information,
call Gerald Gardner, 377-2386, or Tech. Sgt. Joanna Ball, 377-2430 or
2432.

Medical center officers spouses club — for more information, call
Stephanie Ritter, 374-2464, or Belinda Manuel, 432-7734.

Multiples support group — For more information, call Sue
Burleson, 865-1375.

Order of Daedalians — 6:30 p.m. third Tuesday of each month,
Daedalian Room, Keesler Club.  

Play group — 9:30-11 a.m. Tuesdays, youth activities center, infants
through 4 years.  For more information, call 377-7006.

Prayer warriors network — 6 a.m. Mondays, Triangle Chapel.
Protestant youth group — 6:30-8:30 p.m. Sunday, 7-7:45 p.m.

Tuesdays and 7-8 p.m. Wednesdays, Larcher Chapel.  For more infor-

mation, call Jeremy Allen, 377-2520.
Retired Enlisted Association, Magnolia Chapter —

7 p.m. second Thursday of each month, Magnolia Room,
Keesler Community  Center.  For more information, call
Larry McKean, 374-5922.

Rising VI Association — 3:15 p.m. third Wednesday
of each month, Keesler Community Center.  For more
information, call Staff Sgt. Durrell Edwards, 377-2520.  

Toastmasters — noon Tuesdays, Keesler Community
Center.  For more information, call Capt. Ronnie Michael,
377-7395; or Michael Bayne, 872-9359.

Top III Association — 2 p.m. first working Friday of
each month, Keesler Community Center.  For more infor-
mation, call Senior Master Sgt. Damian Orslene, 377-
9464; Master Sgt. Stephen Marrotte, 377-2052; Senior
Master Sgt. Marnice Anthony, 377-5752; Master Sgt.
Rudolfo Frescas, 377-2142; or Master Sgt. Richard
Phillips, 377-5249.

Weight Watchers — Thursdays, Keesler Community
Center. Weigh-in starts at 5:15 p.m., meeting at 5:45.  For
more information, call Debbie Wilson, 831-8772, or e-
mail debbie_weight watchers@yahoo.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Movies                                         

Editor’s note:  Movies are shown at Welch Audito-
rium.  Tickets are $3 for adults and $1.50 for children
for regular features, and $2.50 for adults and $1 for
children for matinees.  For a recorded message about
current features, call 377-6627.  

Friday — 7 p.m., Land of the Dead (R).
Saturday — 2 p.m., The Perfect Man (PG); 7 p.m.,

free sneak preview, Four Brothers (R).
Sunday — 2 p.m., War of the Worlds (PG-13).




